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in public, and sometimes was scarcely able from pain to stand
up for replying to valedictory addresses. Though his illness
had become well known to all, yet few understood that the hand
of death was really on him. Many even anticipated that, as he
was then only forty-five years old, and comparatively young
for the great part he had played, his Governor-Generalship
in India would form only a grand episode in a long career of
statesmanship; but, alas! dis aliter visum.

It is difficult to pronounce what was the estimate formed by
the Natives regarding his character. He certainly never could
have acquired the popularity which grew around some
Governors-General, such as Lord William Bentinck and Lord
Canning. Among certain of the classes connected with the
Native States he was unavoidably a subject of dread. By some
Natives, again, who objected to much of his policy he was
admired for his boldness and patriotism. Tor instance I recol-
lect hearing a Native gentleman of high ability say of him
"well, he was a wonderful Englishman; he did mighty things
for his Government." The frequent seclusion enforced upon him
by his malady prevented him from moving among the people as
much-as he would have wished, and thus winning popular
regards. But among the educated classes at Calcutta and else-
where the many bright points of his enlightened policy were
fully appreciated. Native addresses of farewell were presented
to him, and a vast multitude watched his departure*

The estimate formed of him by his fellow countrymen in the
East has been already described; the high tide of favour having
fallen to its ebb, is now apparently in its refluence rising towards
the flow. Apart from moot points of his policy, respecting
which there is much difference of opinion, it will be admitted
on all hands that as an imperial administrator he has never
been surpassed and seldom equalled by any of the illustrious
men whom England has sent forth to govern India.